
 

I am pleased to report Winnunga submitted a response to 
the ACT Government’s Request for Expression of Interest 
(REOI) to return Boomanulla Oval to Sustainable               
Indigenous Management. 

Boomanulla Oval is the oldest Aboriginal community facility 
in the ACT and is significant to the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander community. It has been pivotal in providing a 
space to the Aboriginal community for sporting and cultural 
events.  

Winnunga welcomes the process for the oval to return to 
Aboriginal ownership and control, and believe we are best 
placed with longstanding and deep relationship with the 
local Aboriginal community, a record of sound financial management and service 
delivery, to return Boomanulla to  servicing the Aboriginal community’s needs. 
We anticipate to hear back from the Government in May 2016, about the         
outcome of our application. 

Work has continued on progressing the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm. I have 
met with ACT Health and the United Ngunnawal Elders Council Chairperson 
Roslyn Brown, and look forward to the realisation of this Drug and Alcohol        
Rehabilitation Service, with a view to opening around September 2016. I have 
also held positive conversations with Karralika Programs CEO Sharon Tuffin and 
we are exploring opportunities for a possible partnership arrangement in    
providing the residential  service with Winnunga as the lead agency.  We will  
continue to work on the model development with ATODA with the anticipation 
this will be completed by the end of June 2016. 

We have continued to spend a significant amount of time on care and protection 
matters, advocating for arrangements and support to families in order for         
children to remain with their parents where appropriate. The rate of removal of 
Aboriginal children remains a concern, and this over representation will continue 
to be a focus which Winnunga will remain actively involved in, both in practical 
and systemic  levels. 
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NACCHO Appoints New CEO 

The National Aboriginal Community       

Controlled Health Organisation (NACCHO) 

announced the  appointment of a new 

Chief Executive Officer, Ms Patricia Turner. 

 

NACCHO Chairperson, Matthew Cooke  

welcomed Ms Turner and said he looked 

forward to working with her to build on 

NACCHO’s successes and continue work to 

improve the health of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people across Australia. 

 

‘We are thrilled to have a leader of Pat’s calibre join our team,’ Mr Cooke said. ‘Her breadth of            

experience in senior leadership positions in government, business and academia for more than 

40 years means she is well placed to continue to implement NACCHO’s strategic plan to       

enhance and expand the Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Sector’. 

 

‘She has served in multiple roles at the Departmental Deputy Secretary level in the Australian 

Public Service; was the only Aboriginal person, only woman and longest serving CEO of the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC); and spent 18 months as Monash 

Chair of Australian Studies, Georgetown University, Washington DC’. 

 

‘She was also inaugural CEO of NITV, setting it up, negotiating inclusion in Foxtel's base      

package and commencing negotiations with SBS to secure a free to air channel’. ‘She has     

experience in regional communities, in the cut and thrust of government in Canberra and has 

travelled extensively throughout Australia in her various roles. This gives her an excellent     

appreciation of challenges facing our member Services in remote, regional and urban settings 

and how best to serve their interests’. 

 

‘Her high level experience in government gives her good insights into negotiating the best  

possible solutions to increase our chances of Closing the Gap in ensuring improved health   

outcomes for our people’. ‘She will be a great asset to NACCHO and our Member Services and 

we are looking forward to working with Ms Turner to strengthen our peoples’ futures’. 

 

Ms Turner holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration from the University of Canberra 

where she was awarded the University prize for Development Studies. 

 

Ms Turner was awarded the Order of Australia in 1990 for her contribution to public service. 

‘Her breadth of            
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business and 
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implement 

NACCHO’s 
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to       enhance 

and expand 

the Aboriginal 

Community 

Controlled 

Health Sector’. 

Ms Patricia Turner, newly appointed CEO of NACCHO 

Fact: NACCHO was established in 1992 
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The Minister announces an inquiry into 

Indigenous incarceration  

Winnunga welcomes the announcement by Minister Rattenbury for an inquiry into Indigenous              

incarceration. Winnunga has a strong and direct interest in this matter and CEO Julie Tongs has written to 

the Minister requesting details of who is conducting the inquiry; the terms of reference for the inquiry; 

and to seek confirmation that the ACT Human Rights Commission is a member of the inquiry panel.  

Alarming spike in Indigenous prison rates 
Canberra Times, 24 April 
 
The rate of indigenous offenders being imprisoned in the ACT has jumped dramatically, up 27 per cent in 
less than a year, prompting calls by the ACT's corrections minister for an investigation into the alarming 
spike. The ACT has fared badly in the latest national figures on imprisonment with an average                
incarceration rate of 133.8 people per 100,000 adults for the 2015 December quarter up from 125 per 
100,000 for the 2015 August quarter and 130 per 100,000 year-on-year.  
 
There were, on average, 89 Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders in full-time custody at the Alexander 
Maconochie Centre over the 2015 December      
quarter. This was up by 10 per cent from the  average 
of 80 in the 2015 August quarter and 26 percent year
-on-year. 
 
The figures, released by the Australian  Bureau of  
Statistics, logged a spike in the rate at which the ACT 
jails indigenous offenders which exceeded any other      
jurisdiction in the country. As of last Tuesday there 
were 96 indigenous detainees in custody, 28 on     
remand and 68 already sentenced. 
 
‘I, and ACT Corrective Services, are concerned about 
the increasing indigenous detainee numbers [but] we 
do not know categorically what is driving the  upward trend,’ ACT Corrections Minister, Shane         
Rattenbury said. 
   
He has asked Justice and Community Safety to investigate what is driving the spike and report back to 
himself and Attorney General Simon Corbell. 
 
‘What seems to have changed? For a long time we went along with our indigenous detainees at about 17 
to 19 per cent [of the prison population],’ he said. ‘That has jumped up into [the] 27 per cent [range] in a 
period of six to eight months. Is it that the indigenous community is being particularly affected by the 
meth amphetamine push?’ On average 406 inmates were in custody at the AMC during the 2015           
December quarter. About 386 were male. The male incarceration rate of 258 per 100,000 was the second 
lowest in the nation. 
 
‘It [the jump] raises questions about police practice, court practice and how bail is being judged by the 
courts.’ 
 
 

Corrections Minister Shane Rattenbury. Photo: Rohan 

Thomson 
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The Minister announces an inquiry into 

Indigenous incarceration (cont’d)  
The disappointing result has been slammed by former Labor chief minister and a driving force behind the 
foundation of the AMC, Jon Stanhope. Mr Stanhope, an adviser to the Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal 
Health Service, said Canberrans paid a premium for a world-class "human rights" prison modelled on the 
best Europe had to offer. 
 
‘It has been operating for more than five years now,’ he said. ‘AMC should be measured against prisons in 
Europe that are similarly committed to a human rights culture [not prisons in Australia]. ‘If it doesn't 
measure up serious questions have to be asked about what is [the] management doing with the very, 
very, generous funds they receive. I wouldn't be looking to change the funding; I'd be looking to change 
the management.’ 
 
The ACT spends about $150,000 per inmate per annum, well above the national average of $110,000 per 
inmate per annum and more than three times the American spend of $45,000 per inmate per annum on 
AMC detainees. 
 
Mr Rattenbury rejected the suggestion ACT Corrective Services had lost its way, telling Fairfax Media the 
commitment to a "human rights" prison was as strong as ever and he had "the utmost confidence" in 
the ACT Corrective Services management team. 
 
Professor Lorana Bartels, an associate professor in the school of law and justice at the University of     
Canberra and an advocate for sentencing and prison reform, said the ACT was starting to look like the 
rest of Australia in terms of the rise in imprisonment rates. 
 
‘I can't entirely understand the trends because they have been in the absence of punitive policies,’ she 
said. ‘The government has taken steps to try and address the rise [in rates of incarceration] but they just 
don't seem to be working.’ 
 
Historically, prior to the opening of the AMC when ACT prisoners were incarcerated in NSW jails,          
imprisonment rates have been both higher and lower than they are now. 
 
In 1984, the first year accurate imprisonment statistics for the Territory were produced, the average    
imprisonment rate was 60 people per 100,000 adults. This had blown out to 199 per 100,000 in 1999 but 
was down to 110, then the lowest rate in Australia, by March 2014. 
 

The Alexander Maconochie Centre.  Photo: Rohan Thomson 
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Professor Mick Dodson visits Winnunga 

Staff Meeting 

Special guest Professor Mick Dodson at the April Winnunga Staff Meeting 

 

Winnunga welcomed Professor Mick Dodson to present at the April staff meeting.  Professor 

Dodson shared some of his experiences with numerous activities he has lead as well as been 

involved with over many years as a prominent advocate on land rights and other issues 

affecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, as well as a vigorous advocate of the 

rights and interests of Indigenous peoples around the world.  

Professor Dodson was Australia's first Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice    

Commissioner with the Human Rights Commission. He served as Commissioner from April 

1993 to January 1998.  

Educated in Katherine, Darwin and Victoria, he completed a Bachelor of Jurisprudence and a 

Bachelor of Laws at Monash University. Professor Dodson was awarded an honorary Doctor of 

Letters from the University of Technology Sydney in 1998, and an honorary Doctor of the    

University from the University of Canberra in 2010 in recognition of his contribution to human 

rights, social justice and Indigenous affairs in Australia and around the world.  

Professor Dodson worked with the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service from 1976 to 1981, when 

he became a barrister at the Victorian Bar. He joined the Northern Land Council as Senior   

Legal Adviser in 1984 and became Director of the Council in 1990.  

From August 1988 to October 1990, Professor Dodson was Counsel assisting the Royal         

commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. He has been a member of the Victorian Equal 

Opportunity Advisory Council and secretary of the North Australian Legal Aid Service.  

Professor Dodson noted he holds the work of Winnunga in high regard and supported the   

ongoing contribution it makes to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  community. 

Professor 

Dodson was 

Australia's first 

Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait 

Islander Social 

Justice    

Commissioner 

with the 

Human Rights 

Commission. 

He served as 

Commissioner 

from April 

1993 to 

January 1998.  

Fact: Professor Mick Dodson is a member of the Yawuru peoples – the traditional owners of land 

and waters in the Broome area of the southern Kimberley region of Western Australia.  
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Silence Continues on Bashing of Steven 

Freeman in AMC 
It is exactly one year since Steven Freeman, a young Aboriginal man on remand in the          

Alexander Maconochie Centre was bashed so severely that he was placed in an induced coma 

for a week and almost died. 

Since the bashing there has been a virtual blackout on information from both the ACT         

Government   and the AMC about the assault. Neither the circumstances of the bashing, or 

any steps the AMC may have taken to prevent a reoccurrence, has been revealed. 

There has been a police investigation into the matter, which was initially used by ACT           

authorities to justify the refusal to provide any information about the assault, however, even 

following the completion of this investigation no details of the assault or the investigation 

have been made public.  

The ACT Government and prison authorities now justify the refusal to provide any information 

about the bashing on the grounds that the Aboriginal Legal Service has announced t it will  

pursue a civil action against the ACT Government on Steven Freeman’s behalf and that,   

therefore, it cannot comment. 

There has, coincidentally, on this first anniversary of the bashing of Steven Freeman while in 

custody and under the care of the ACT Government also been much reflection on the twenty 

fifth anniversary of the Royal Commission into  Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. The majority of 

recommendations of the Royal Commission relate, of course, to the treatment of Aboriginal 

people in prison and the range of factors relevant to their over-representation in custody. 

Speaking five years ago on the twentieth anniversary of the Report one of the Commissioners, 

Mr Hal Wootten AC, QC made comments pertinent to the ACT Government’s response to the 

assault on Steven Freeman. 

In summarising the outcome of the reviews undertaken by the Royal Commission of cases  

involving Aboriginal prisoners Mr Wootten said ‘Again and again one found that the system 

of...investigations operated not to make custodial officers accountable but to protect them 

from scrutiny. Inadequate police investigations were commonly rubber-stamped by ritualistic 

coronial inquiries in which the adequacy and competency of the police inquiry went             

unquestioned and custodial practices went unscrutinised.’ 

In his speech Mr Wootten drew from a report submitted by him to the Royal Commission in 

which he found ‘There is a very great temptation on the part of custodial officers to be        

secretive. Instead of regarding relatives and their legal representative, such as the Aboriginal 

Legal Service, as genuinely concerned people who want to know what happened, there is a 

tendency to treat them as trouble makers to be denied knowledge in case they misuse it, or 

(patronisingly) as people who should not be told things that might upset them.’ 
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Fact:  in 2014-15 Winnunga provided services to 147 clients through 636 encounters at the            

Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC) 
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Silence Continues on Bashing of Steven 

Freeman in AMC (cont’d) 
Mr Wootten concludes that ‘a particularly undesirable practice is the use of the coroner or a 

pending inquiry as a shield behind which investigative officers hide.’  

The Royal Commissioner drew the obvious conclusion  serious consequences can flow from a 

failure on the part of custodial authorities to be open, and that without sympathetic, full and 

open communication of all relevant facts, and an obviously genuine and thorough                 

investigation of the matters by police, suspicion will grow. Hence, due to the long embedded 

history of Aboriginal and police relationships suspicion will grow exponentially. 

These views were formed twenty five years ago but there is a genuine concern  the current  

record levels of incarceration of Indigenous Australians suggests that the fundamental lessons 

from the Royal Commission have either not been learnt or the recommendations have not 

been implemented in a substantive way. Worryingly the Australian Bureau of Statistics        

recently revealed that the rate of increase in the imprisonment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people in the ACT is the highest in Australia. 

The response of the NSW Government, and NSW prison authorities, to a recent assault on a 

prisoner in Grafton Goal also provides an interesting contrast to the ACT response to the      

Steven Freeman bashing. The Grafton bashing involved a person of Muslim faith, who was  

alleged to be an ISIS sympathiser, assaulting a person of European heritage who had a history 

of involvement with the Australian Army. The assault involved a savage beating and the       

inflicting of serious lacerations to the face of the victim. The assault that Steven Freeman 

suffered was reportedly inflicted by a gang of up to four assailants and was reportedly almost 

fatal. 

The NSW Government responded to the Grafton assault by immediately standing down the 

prison superintendent and ordering a full external inquiry. The prison authorities provided  

extensive details of the circumstances of the assault and the matter was widely reported in the 

media.  

Aboriginal members of the Canberra community concerned about the bashing of Steven   

Freeman and the continuing embargo by the ACT Government of any information about the 

circumstances of his assault or of the details of the Government response to it, might well ask 

what the major distinguishing feature of the two assaults that led to such divergent responses 

could possibly be.   

It is almost certain that the possibly unanimous conclusion would be, fairly or unfairly, that 

only one of the victims was Aboriginal. 
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responded to 

the Grafton 

assault by 

immediately 

standing down 

the prison 

superintendent 

and ordering a 

full external 

inquiry. The 

prison 

authorities 

provided  

extensive 

details of the 

circumstances 

of the assault 

and the matter 

was widely 

reported in the 

media. 

Fact: The Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC) has a capacity to hold 539 in mates. 
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Another Important Hepatitis C Therapy 

Added to the PBS  
MEDIA RELEASE: 30 April 2016 

Today Hepatitis ACT welcomed news of the 1 May 2016 listing of VIEKIRA PAK on the                  

Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS). The addition of VIEKIRA PAK to the arsenal of new          

generation hepatitis C therapies expands the options to treat hepatitis C genotype 1 without the 

use of interferon (which often has significant side-effects). 

John Didlick, Executive Officer at Hepatitis ACT said ‘This is further good news for the estimated 

58,000 Australians already living with moderate to severe liver disease resulting from hepatitis C, 

including those unable to be given existing treatments. We congratulate Health Minister Sussan 

Ley for listing VIEKIRA PAK.’ 

In total an estimated 230,000 Australians are chronically affected with hepatitis C. Genotype 1 

(which can be cured with VIEKIRA PAK) is the most common subtype representing around 55% of 

all hepatitis C cases. 

‘The wider community has really only recently started to recognise the extent and seriousness of 

the hepatitis C epidemic,’ said John Didlick. ‘The development and PBS listing of new medicines 

have driven much of that increased awareness.’  

For most people, treatment with VIEKIRA PAK will take 12 weeks and lead to cure for 19 out of  

every 20 people treated. The listing of VIEKIRA PAK follows on just two months from the listing of 

three other new hepatitis C drugs. 

The excitement about these latest developments and PBS listings is tempered however by the   

ongoing lack of an interferon-free treatment option for people living with hepatitis C genotypes 4, 

5 and 6. 

‘In contrast with the other rapid and well-tolerated interferon-free regimens, treatment for hep C 

genotypes 4, 5 or 6 continues to involve weekly interferon injections. These often have significant 

and arduous side-effects which continue to act as a disincentive for people to access treatment,’ 

Mr Didlick said. 

‘The new dawn for hepatitis C treatment has thankfully arrived, but in order to make sure that no 

one is left behind we need interferon-free treatment options for everyone living with hep C.’ 

‘Fortunately pan-genotypic treatment options (able to treat any hepatitis C genotype) are in      

various stages of development, and these could be available as soon as the next 12-24 months. 

Hepatitis ACT will continue to advocate for timely PBS listing and better access to a cure for        

everyone living with hepatitis C,’ said Mr Didlick. 

Due to recent treatment advances, ALL GPs are now able to prescribe highly curative hepatitis C 

treatments for their patients in the community. Hepatitis ACT urges everyone living with hepatitis 

C to talk to their doctor about these new treatment options. 

MEDIA CONTACT: John Didlick, Executive Officer, Hepatitis ACT - 0402 545 640 

For most 

people, 

treatment with 

VIEKIRA PAK 

will take 12 
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lead to cure for 

19 out of  

every 20 

people 

treated.  

Fact: 1 in 52 people in Australia is living with Hepatitis C or B 
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Beach Touch Football 
 

 

 

 

 

Winnunga entered a team into the Beach touch football competition played at Lyneham on 

sand volley ball courts. This was a first time concept being played in the ACT and by all reports 

from players and officials it was a huge success.  

The game rules are the same as for traditional touch football, however slightly modified to 

speed the game up—if you can believe that! The attacking side has four players and the       

defending side have three players on the field with, only four touch a set with eight minute 

halves, that’s a long time running in the sand.  

The Winnunga Dhinawans mixed beach touch football team loved the new concept and played 

really well, making it all the way to the semi-final. Congratulations, well done everybody      

involved and thanks you for your support.  

The main touch football  winter season resumed last week. Winnunga has four teams           

registered and we will keep you up dated on their progress throughout the season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winnunga Dhinawans mixed beach touch football team  (Winnunga workers Ian Bateman 2nd from left and Marley 

Powell 3rd from left, promoting a healthy lifestyle) 

The game rules 

are the same 

as for 

traditional 

touch football, 

however 
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believe that!  

Fact: if you would like to learn more about Winnunga’s touch football teams, 

please contact Ian Bateman on 6284 6222 
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Upcoming Events 

National Sorry Day Bridge Walk 

2016 

 

 

 

 

WHEN: Friday 27 May 2016  

WHERE: Gather at Regatta Point 10.45am 

walk starts 11am at base of Commonwealth Avenue Bridge 

Welcome to Country Aunty Agnes Shea  

Acknowledgement of the anniversary of the Australian  

Referendum 

Smoking ceremony and entertainment  

Healthy options for lunch—Coffee, tea,  water 

For further information contact: 

Perri or Ian on 6284 62222 or Email: ian.bateman@winnunga.org.au 

School Banner Competition 

Design a banner to bring on the day interpreting what 

‘Sorry Day’ means to you and your school... 

A prize will be awarded after the bridge walk for the most 

creative banner! 

 

 

 



 

P A G E  1 1  

 

 

What is your pet hate?                   

Rude people 

Who is your most respected             
Aboriginal leader/hero and why?                                        

Johnathon Thurston – Because he is 
so well spoken and a great role 
model for young Indigenous people.  

 

Name:  Reeion Murray 

 

Position:  Ear health worker/Otitis 

Media 

 

Who is your favourite singer/band?               

J. Cole 

 

What do you do on the weekends?  

Hang out with friends and family 

 

What is your favourite food?          

Zambreros or Pizza 

What do you like most about      

working at Winnunga?                       

Getting to work within the             

community and helping our people. 

Staff Profile 

 

We’re on the web! 

winnunga.org.au 


