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Aboriginal Health in Aboriginal Hands  

In wishing all staff and clients of Winnunga AHS a happy and        

fulfilling new year I acknowledge that for some Winnunga AHS     

clients and other members of the local Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander community a happy and fulfilling 2017 is more of a struggle 

than for many Canberrans. 

Improving the quality of life and health of Aboriginal people and 

assisting all members of the Aboriginal community to participate as 

fully as they wished in the ACT, is at the heart of the reason for the 

existence of Winnunga AHS. It is a sad fact that almost all indicators 

measuring progress in closing the gap between the life outcomes of 

the Canberra Aboriginal community with the community at large, 

are either stagnant or at best improving at a tortuously slow pace. 

Alarmingly some indicators are deteriorating with the ACT in the last year, shamefully, taking 

the mantle for the Jurisdiction with the highest rate of Aboriginal incarceration Nationally 

and the second highest rate of Aboriginal children in out of home care in Australia. 

The slow pace of change in outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 

ACT demands a more focussed and strategic response from Government and I am calling on 

the Government to commit to 2017 being a year of action and achievement in Aboriginal 

affairs. 

Winnunga AHS and Gugan Gulwan, the only two Aboriginal controlled, managed, led and 

staffed service delivery organisations in the ACT have been in discussions and negotiations 

with various ACT agencies over the last year on a range of projects. I am now looking for a 

commitment that all the matters under consideration in those talks and negotiations will be 

brought to finality or at least put on a secure path to being finalised during 2017. 

Winnunga AHS has made a comprehensive submission to the ACT Government in the context 

of the 2017-18 ACT Budget, setting out priorities and initiatives deserving support to address 

entrenched disadvantage in the Aboriginal community. A summary of these are included in 

this newsletter. 

Underpinning the submission is a recommendation that the ACT Government ensure a    

comprehensive Indigenous policy statement be prepared in consultation with Aboriginal   

advisory and peak bodies including Winnunga AHS and Gugan Gulwan. 

I would welcome an assurance from the Government that as a minimum during this year the 

priority proposals and initiatives included in the submission be finalised. 
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Spotlight on ACT Government and its 

Strengthening Family Partners 
Two separate independent reports into care and protection programs involving members 

of the consortium selected by the ACT Government to manage a Step Up for Our Kids have      

included devastating criticisms of their performance. 

On Monday 14 November 2016 Four Corners reported, in an episode titled ‘Broken 

Homes’ on the management of residential homes for children in the care and protection 

systems of NSW, ACT and Victoria. The ABC described its investigation in the following 

way: 

‘In this searing Four Corners investigation, we reveal that rather than protecting and     

nurturing these children, some private operators are treating them as badly as the families 

they escaped.’ 

One of the organisations which featured in ‘Broken Homes’ was Premier Youth Works, a     

Sydney based company. Premier Youth Works was selected last year by ACT Community      

Services to be a central plank of the consortium, known as ACT Together, managing a Step 

Up for Our Kids. Suffice to say Premier Youth Works was subjected by Four Corners to 

trenchant criticism.  

The second of the reports was undertaken by Christine Nixon, former Victorian Police        

Commissioner following revelations about the alleged repeated rape of a 15 year old girl, 

known as Girl X. The girl was a resident of a foster care home managed by Uniting in NSW. 

An employee was reportedly charged with rape but the case was dropped when the girl 

died from a drug overdose, two weeks before the trial was due to commence. 

Uniting is also a principal partner in the ACT Together consortium providing foster care 

and support for children in care in the ACT. 

The Nixon report has not been made publicly available but as a consequence of its findings 

Uniting has announced that it was shutting down all of its Out of Home Care facilities  

within the next six months and would no longer provide care in a non-therapeutic form. 

The NSW Minister for Family and Community Services Brad Hazzard has, following the  

Nixon Report, ordered his Department to undertake a case review of every Aboriginal 

child who had been taken into care for the past year. He has also undertaken that in     

future any non-government organisation providing out of home care would have ‘tough 

new outcomes based contracts’. 

Following the revelations in Four Corners and the Nixon Report Winnunga AHS believes 

that the ACT Government should undertake an urgent review of the role of Premier Youth 

Works and Uniting in the provision of care to the most vulnerable children in the ACT.  
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Fact:  Winnunga AHS tendered for the  Strengthening Families component of ‘A Step up for Our 

Kids’, unsuccessfully in 2015. 
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Spotlight on ACT Government and its 

Strengthening Family Partners (cont’d) 
Winnunga AHS also believes that the ACT Minister should mirror the steps taken by the 

NSW Minister and order a case review of all Aboriginal children in care in the ACT.  

In relation to the other undertaking made by the NSW Minister in relation to the need 

for out-comes-based contracts Winnunga AHS has previously raised the question of the            

evaluation framework relevant to A Step Up for Our Kids only to be advised by the ACT       

Government that there isn’t one.  

These two reports, released in the last two months, sound a massive alarm. It is to be 

hoped that the ACT authorities are listening. 
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Developmental Vulnerability 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in the ACT remain twice as vulnerable as          

non- Aboriginal children with 42% of Aboriginal children being vulnerable on one or more   

domains compared to 22% of non-Aboriginal children. 

Aboriginal children in Canberra today are on average 5% more developmentally vulnerable 

than Aboriginal children were in 2009. 

These results are from the three yearly ‘Australian Early Development Index’ last            

undertaken in 2015. The census measures the proportion of kindergarten children who are                      

developmentally on track, developmentally at risk and developmentally vulnerable across 

five domains of early childhood development.  

The massive gap in development between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal kindergarten  

children in the ACT and the fact that the gap is higher than it was six years ago suggests 

that whatever strategies the Education Directorate is  implementing to address it either do 

not work or are not receiving the resources and attention they need. 

The levels of developmental vulnerability of Aboriginal children in Canberra are                     

unconscionable and demand an urgent response. 
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Fact:  The ACT was the first jurisdiction in Australia to enact a Human Rights Act, which provides an 

explicit statutory basis for respecting, protecting and promoting civil and political rights. Rights  

protected include the right to education. 
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Latest NAPLAN Report         

Disappointing-Again 
The 2016 NAPLAN Report reveals again the yawning and static gap between Indigenous 

and non-Indigenous outcomes in the ACT education system. 

The 2016 NAPLAN results were published a short time after the publication of the ACT 

Closing the Gap Report for 2015. In the Closing the Gap Report, which is published under 

the authority of the ACT Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, the    

situation in the ACT was described in the following terms: 

‘From 2008 t0 2014 there were generally no significant changes in the NAPLAN              

performance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in the ACT in either reading 

or numeracy across all years-with the exception of Year 7 reading, where there was a    

significant decline in results’. 

The 2015 results reveal further significant decline in reading and numeracy in almost all 

age cohorts. The 2016 results reveal further declines balanced by some minor                 

improvements that nevertheless leave effectively all age cohorts in all subject areas      

performing at a significantly lower level than in 2011. 

The next Closing the Gap report will once again be reporting, as it did in that published a     

couple of months ago, that there has been ‘no significant changes in the NAPLAN          

performance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in the ACT’ since testing 

commenced eight years ago. 

In light of the overall results it was interesting to note in the Canberra Times of 13         

December 2016 the following comments attributed to Education Minister Ms Yvette     

Berry; ‘She said one of the areas of particular note in the full report were the gains from 

year 3 to year 5 and year 7 to year 9 for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 

which were  greater than those for non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in 

reading and numeracy for the 2014 to 2016 cohort’. 

Indigenous 

2014 Reading Numeracy  2016  Reading Numeracy 

Year 3     83.4                  88.1   Year 5           82.5                 82.7 

Non-Indigenous 

2014  Reading              Numeracy 2016    Reading  Numeracy 

Year 3 95.8                 96.7   Year 5           96.7                97.2 
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Fact:  Closing the Gap was developed in response to the call of the Social Justice Report 2005  and 

the Close the Gap social justice campaign. 
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Latest NAPLAN Report         

Disappointing-Again (cont’d) 
Indigenous 

2014  Reading          Numeracy 2016   Reading  Numeracy 

Year 7         90.9                90.0  Year 9       81.4                84.3 

Non-Indigenous 

2014  Reading  Numeracy 2016   Reading  Numeracy 

Year 7         96.8                 96.6   Year 9       95.5                96.7 

The results reveal in fact that there were no gains in the 2014 to 2016 cohort of Aboriginal  

students in years 3 and 7 as they transitioned to years 5 and 9 respectively. There were in 

fact significant falls in performance. Non-Indigenous students despite starting from a  

staggeringly higher base nevertheless achieved gains in three of the four measures. 

In a worrying postscript to how seriously the ACT Government is approaching the gap in      

educational outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in Canberra the 

Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs in its December 2016 Newsletter   

included, presumably under the authority of the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, an article 

on progress in ‘Closing the Gap’ in educational outcomes in the ACT in which it stated ‘The 

ACT is making steady progress in all years in reading and numeracy other than Year 7’. This 

statement is in direct contradiction to the ACT 2015 Closing the Gap report, which with 

refreshing honesty admits there has been no progress in outcomes, and is simply           

unsupportable. 
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Fact:  Closing the Gap is a government strategy that aims to reduce disadvantage among Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people with respect to life expectancy, child mortality, access to early 

childhood education, educational achievement, and employment outcomes. 
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Prison to Work Report 
On 9 December 2016 COAG endorsed the Prison to Work 

report which sets out a number of findings of a national  

review into the relationship between employment and the 

incarceration rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people.  

The Report sets out the collective commitment of all       

Governments in Australia to creating positive pathways to 

employment from prison for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander offenders. 

The Report devotes a separate chapter to the arrangements 

that currently apply in each State and Territory. The 

opening paragraphs to the ACT Chapter are in the       

following benign and soothing terms: 

“The number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  

detainees in the ACT is relatively small compared with 

other States and Territories and the proportion of       

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees is also below the national average. 

While overall Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander participation in the ACT labour market 

is strong, there are limited opportunities for low-skilled workers as the labour market is 

traditionally dominated by employment within the Australian Capital Territory              

Government and the Australian public service. However, the relatively small number of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees provides opportunities that are specifically 

aimed at placing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees [into the workforce].” 

Included in the chapter, however, is data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS),      

Prisoners in Australia, Cat No. 4517 which reveals that the ACT has in fact the second 

highest rate of incarceration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in Australia. At the 

time the    report was prepared an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person in the 

ACT was 15 times more likely to be incarcerated than a non-Indigenous person. 

However, by the time the report was released by COAG in December 2016 the ABS had      

compiled and released the data for 2016 which revealed that the ACT had in the            

intervening year moved past Western Australia and currently has the highest rate of     

incarceration of Aboriginal people in the nation. An Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait        

Islander person in the ACT is now 21 times more likely to be incarcerated than a             

non-Indigenous person. 
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Fact:  COAG (the Council of Australian Governments) is the peak intergovernmental forum in      

Australia. The members of COAG are the Prime Minister, state and territory First Ministers and the 

President of the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA). The Prime Minister chairs COAG. 

Andrew Barr is the ACT’s Chief Minister and sits on COAG for the ACT.  

Shane Rattenbury is the ACT  

Minister for  Justice and          

Consumer Affairs, Minister for 

Corrections and Minister for 

Mental Health  
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Prison to Work Report (cont’d) 
The ABS report also reveals that the ACT has the highest proportion of prisoners who have   

previously served a term of imprisonment. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community of Canberra will be very interested to 

see the details of the action plan which the ACT Government proposes in order to            

implement the Prison to Work report. The community is also interested to understand how 

it is in spite of the Throughcare program the rate of Indigenous incarceration has exploded 

over the last two years and is now, shamefully, the highest in Australia. Perhaps if the    

Government was to release the long overdue evaluation of Throughcare we would all have 

a clearer understanding of what has gone wrong. 

ACT Corrective Services Accused of        

Bullying 
For those who thought following the damning indictment of ACT Corrective Services in the 

Moss Report into the care (in reality the lack of care) of Steven Freeman in the AMC that 

things couldn’t get worse, then the recent revelations of widespread and systemic bullying 

in ACT Corrective Services will come as a shock. 

The Canberra Times reported on 23 December that at a meeting of management and staff 

of ACT Corrections in late November 2016 that allegations were made by staff of ‘a toxic       

workplace run by fear and high levels of absenteeism, workers compensation claims, staff 

turnover and unbearable workloads’. 

The Canberra Times reported that staff of ACT Corrective Services ‘have told of the risk of   

suicide and self- harm’ as a result of ‘systemic and widespread workplace bullying’. The       

allegations are being investigated (internally) by the Professional Standards Unit in the 

Chief Ministers Directorate.  

If, heaven forbid, the allegations are in fact correct and this is how staff in ACT Corrective    

Services do treat each other, then one’s heart not only goes out to the staff being bullied in 

this way but also to detainees and people subject to corrections orders and how they may 

also have been treated.  

These allegations coming as they do on top of the damning Moss Report, the recent very    

critical reports of the Auditor-General and the Standing Committee on Justice and          

Community Safety suggest that it is past time for action. The impending Coroners inquiry 

into the death of Steven Freeman will certainly only confirm the raft of failings that have 

already been revealed in the management of the AMC and Corrections generally. 

Winnunga AHS believes that the Government should implement as a matter of urgency all 

the recommendations of the Moss review and consider the need for further and broader 

reform. 
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Budget Submission by Winnunga         

to ACT Government 
Winnunga AHS has made a comprehensive budget submission to the ACT Government 

which highlights a range of priority areas for funding required to address aspects of the 

entrenched disadvantage experienced by the Aboriginal community in Canberra. 

The full submission is available at:  http://www.budgetconsultation.act.gov.au/__data/

assets/pdf_file/0018/1020807/61.-Winnunga-Submission.pdf or on the Winnunga website 

at www.winnunga.org.au 

The following is a summary of the key proposals and recommendations contained in the     

submission. 

Current Priorities and Initiatives 

 the development of an Indigenous policy and service delivery framework; 

 planning for the service needs of the community; 

 commencement of a Winnunga AHS led and controlled practice at the University of  

Canberra campus to deliver holistic health and wellbeing services integrated with  

teaching and research at the University; 

 infrastructure upgrade at the Narrabundah site; 

 prisoner health and the human rights compliance of the Alexander Maconochie  

Centre; 

 re-establishment of operations previously provided through the Aboriginal Justice    

Centre; 

 commencement of drug and alcohol residential rehabilitation service at the 

Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm; 

 restoration of Boomanulla Oval and its return to Aboriginal control and                

management; and 

 disability support services for Indigenous    people. 

Future Priorities and Initiatives 

 Indigenous housing; 

 child care and early childhood development; and 

 aged care services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
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Budget Submission by Winnunga         

to ACT Government (cont’d) 
Proposals and Recommendations 

1. That a comprehensive Indigenous policy statement should be prepared in        

consultation with Aboriginal advisory and peak representative bodies, including Winnunga 

AHS. 

2. That a “single point” Indigenous policy and coordination focus be established 

within ACT Government. 

3. That funding of $12 million be allocated in the 2017-18 Budget for Winnunga AHS 

Health and Community Services purpose built facility. 

4. That one-off funding of $0.3 million and recurrent funds of $1.56 million be      

allocated in the 2017-18 Budget for the establishment and operation of a Winnunga AHS 

practice at the University of Canberra. 

5. That the Winnunga AHS lease over the Narrabundah site should be reviewed to      

provide certainty over ownership, as well as providing greater flexibility in land uses,    

increased GFA capacity and addressing car parking. 

6. That funding of $1.3 million previously provided for remedial capital works be   

rechannelled to the new facility, with an initial $0.3 million allocated for the planning and   

design for the new building and upgrade of the existing building. 

7. That an action plan be prepared in consultation with Winnunga AHS, apart from 

the range of other stakeholders, to make the Alexander Maconochie Centre human rights        

compliant in accordance with its original vision. 

8. That Recommendation 5 of the Independent Inquiry Report by Philip Moss be          

implemented through the integration of Winnunga AHS into the provision of health care 

at the AMC, with the allocation of an estimated $1.5 million per annum (subject to final                  

negotiations). 

9. That the Justice Reinvestment Pilot program be extended by one year. 

10. That engagement by the Justice and Community Safety Directorate for the design 

of the Justice Reinvestment Pilot be used as a reference across government directorates. 

11. That the operations provided previously by the Aboriginal Justice Centre be                 

re-established through the allocation of additional funds in the 2017-18 Budget. 

12. That the operating costs of the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm Drug and Alcohol      

Residential Rehabilitation Service be considered and funded in the 2017-18 Budget to  

ensure timely commencement of services. 
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Budget Submission by Winnunga         

to ACT Government (cont’d) 
13. That Boomanulla Oval be restored for community use through the commitment 

of $3.5 million in the Government’s Capital Works Program for 2017-18. 

14. That transfer of Boomanulla Oval to Aboriginal control and management on a          

sustainable basis be progressed as a matter of priority. 

15. That funding needs to establish and operate disability support service by       

Winnunga AHS under the National Disability Insurance Scheme be considered in the 

2017-18 Budget. 

16. That a Working Group with representation from Aboriginal and Torres Strait   

Islander representative bodies and service providers be established to: (a) develop an 

Indigenous  housing policy; and (b) develop an action plan for the implementation of the 

policy. 

17. That funding of $50,000 be provided in the 2017-18 Budget for a feasibility study 

and cost benefit analysis to establish childcare care services on the current Winnunga 

AHS site in Narrabundah as part of forward planning for services for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

18. That funding of $20,000 be provided in the 2017-18 Budget for a study on the 

scoping of aged care services as part of forward planning for services for the Indigenous 

community. 
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The Bedford Truck Used in the Wave 

Hill Walk Off Arrives in Canberra 
Source: ABC News 

The historic Bedford truck which was 

used to deliver supplies and                 

correspondence to the Aboriginal   

stockmen, domestic workers and      

families who walked off ‘Wave Hill’    

station in August 1966 in the Northern 

Territory, as a protest against unfair 

wages, has arrived in Canberra after a 

long journey from the Northern Territory. 

The National Museum of Australia acquired the historic piece after it was donated to 

the Museum in 2015. 

‘The truck is currently being assessed by the Conservation team, after which the display       

options for the public will then be considered’, a Museum representative said. 

The late Aboriginal rights campaigner, Brian Manning, was one of the first to assist the 

strikers, and used his 1960s TJ Series Bedford truck to regularly deliver supplies and 

correspondence to the striking Gurindji people.  

Mr Manning was accompanied on those trips by Daniel Dexter, Robert Tudawali and a 

then 14-year-old Kerry Gibbs. The late Mr Manning donated the truck to present owner 

Mr Gibbs. 

The Gurindji people’s seven-year strike 

eventually culminated in the handover 

of a portion of the land. This moment 

was made symbolic in 1975 when the 

then Prime Minster Gough Whitlam 

poured a handful of red earth into the 

hands of Vincent Lingiari, a leader of 

the Gurindji people. The now famous      

photograph of this moment symbolised 

the Gurindji people’s historic struggle. 
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Fact:  On 7 June 1976, Vincent Lingiari was named a Member of the Order of Australia for his       

services to the Aboriginal people. 
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Australian Law Reform Commission 

Inquiry into the Incarceration Rate of 

Indigenous Australians 
It is pleasing to see the Australian Government asking the Australian Law Reform    

Commission (ALRC) to inquire into the factors leading to the overrepresentation of   

Indigenous Australians in prisons in Australia and to consider reforms to the law that 

could address this. Submissions to the inquiry close on 17 January 2017. 

This is a subject of paramount importance with more than 25% of all prisoners in      

Australia being Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people despite constituting only 

3% of the Australian population. In the ACT 25% of detainees at the AMC are currently 

Indigenous despite constituting only about 1.5% of the Canberra community. The ACT 

has in fact the dubious distinction of having the fastest rate of growth in Indigenous 

incarceration in Australia. 

This degree of over-representation reflects the levels of disadvantage which the        

Indigenous community in Canberra and throughout Australia continues to endure, and 

is simply unacceptable. 

It is a matter of some regret that there is not in the ACT a community based Aboriginal        

representative organisation which is supported to develop submissions to reviews  such 

as this. While the ACT Government will hopefully make a submission to the inquiry it 

would be advantageous if an ACT specific Aboriginal perspective was also available to 

the ALRC.  

Winnunga AHS looks forward to receiving the ACT Government submission when it is         

available. The ACT submission would be enhanced if it contains details of the evaluation 

of the Throughcare program as applied to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander           

detainees in the AMC. If that is the case the submission will be doubly interesting. 
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Fact:  The AMC aims to meet the objectives of the “Healthy Prison” concept in which: everyone is and feels safe;     

everyone is treated with respect as a fellow human being; everyone is encouraged to improve himself or herself 

and is given the opportunity to do so through the provision of purposeful activity; and everyone is enabled to 

maintain contact with their families and is prepared for release. (http://www.cs.act.gov.au/page/view/867/title/

operating-philosophy) 
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Winnunga Joins with Canadian High 

Commission to Discuss Key Shared 

Indigenous Issues 
Winnunga AHS recently joined with the Canadian High Commission as part of a series of 

events to raise awareness about key issues that affect Indigenous communities in       

Canada and Australia- such as youth suicide. 

Through film and a roundtable, Indigenous health experts from both countries joined 

together at two distinct forums to discuss ways to improve the health and wellbeing of 

Indigenous   peoples in both countries. 

The High Commissioner of Canada, His Excellency Paul Maddison also joined with      

Winnunga CEO Julie Tongs, other health experts and Indigenous community members to 

create miniature faceless dolls in memory of the more than 1,200 missing and murdered 

Indigenous women and girls in Canada. This event was held at Winnunga while both Ms 

Tongs and Mr Maddison attended a two day round table organised by the High          

Commission, the Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research at the John Curtin 

School of Medical Research at the ANU and the Lowitja Institute to examine and        

compare existing health policies and services for Indigenous peoples in both countries. 

Another part of the initiative was the High Commission sponsored visit by Canadian    

Mohawk Indian actor Andrew Martin the star of the highly successful independent film 

‘Fire Song’ which tells the story of a gay Anishinaabe teenager in Northern Ontario called 

Shane who struggled to support his family in the aftermath of his sister’s suicide. 

While in Canberra Andrew spent time with members of Winnunga’s Men’s Group as well 

as attending the health discussions and the faceless doll making session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Martin, third from the right, meets with and discusses aspects of Indigenous community 

life and experiences in Canada with members of Winnunga’s Men’s Group. 

Indigenous 

health experts 

from both 

countries 

joined 

together at 

two distinct 

forums to 

discuss ways to 

improve the 

health and 

wellbeing of 

Indigenous   

peoples in 

both countries. 
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Winnunga Joins with Canadian High 

Commission to Discuss Key Shared 

Indigenous Issues (cont’d) 
‘These are worthwhile initiatives’, Ms Tongs said.  ‘We had Indigenous health experts 

attend from almost every part of Australia. The discussions were valuable and most 

worthwhile and I want to thank the High Commission and in particular the High         

Commissioner for promoting this initiative’. 

Members of Winnunga’s Men’s Group and Winnunga staff members with whom      

Andrew also spoke praised the openness of the discussions. 

‘Andrew, who is only 23, spoke of how he had overcome suicide attempts, depression 

and his recent decision to come out as a gay person, was much appreciated as was his    

description of life within a discreet Indigenous community. Clearly, from what we 

shared, both countries are grappling with very similar and concerning issues’, said  

Winnunga’s Social Health Team Manager, Ian Bateman. 

Andrew also received applause and praise when he described his first job working  

within a community enterprise portraying in so-called costume an Indian one might still 

see in Western movies. 

‘From Westerns they think they know our culture.  It brought home just how much  

racism combined with ignorance exists in the United States,   

Canada – and now I know in Australia, too’. 

Andrew explained he quickly grew tired of people coming up to 

him and after putting up one hand would say: ‘How’ as if this 

was really how Indian tribespeople actually greeted each other.  

They also called him ‘wagon burner’, a most insulting term from 

a   Mohawk standpoint and thought they actually knew      

something about tribal community life and customs from what 

they’d seen in American westerns. 

‘Western movies have much to answer for and none of it is     

positive’, he said. 

It brought 

home just 

how much 

racism 

combined 

with 

ignorance 

exists in the 

United States, 

Canada – and 

now I know in 

Australia, too 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Martin, visiting Mohawk Canadian actor and star of the 

film  "Fire Song" which deals with the issue and impact of the high 

rate of suicide amongst First Nation peoples in Canada.  
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Winnunga Joins with Canadian High 

Commission to Discuss Key Shared 

Indigenous Issues (cont’d) 
High Commissioner Paul Maddison in providing further background on the faceless doll      

making, said the workshop had been inspired by the Native Women’s Association of   

Canada whose staff have travelled around Canada to raise awareness of this epidemic 

and the impact it is having on all First Nation Metis and Inuit communities.  

In 2015 the Government of Canada had launched an independent national inquiry into 

missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls. 

 

In 2015 the 

Government 

of Canada 

had launched 

an 

independent 

national 

inquiry into 

missing and 

murdered 

Indigenous 

women and 

girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CEO of the Lowitja Institute Romlie Mokak (second from left) Canadian High                

Commissioner Paul Maddison (third from right) busily at work with other attendees at the 

Winnunga hosted workshop where participants made miniature faceless dolls in memory 

of the more than 1,200 Canadian Aboriginal women and girls murdered or missing. 

Fact:  Romlie Mokak was born in Darwin, NT, his people are Djugun from Western Australia. More 

recently he has been based in Canberra. He has extensive experience working at community, state 

and Commonwealth levels in a range of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander policy areas including 

disability, ageing, population health, financing and substance use.  
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Winnunga Kids Christmas Party  
Despite the wet and overcast conditions, nothing could dampen the spirits of 

our community who braved the rain and came out and celebrated at the 2016 

Winnunga Kids Christmas Party. 

The party started with a Welcome to Country from Ngunnawal Elder Aunty  

Agnes Shea who not only welcomed the party goers but wished everyone a 

safe and merry Christmas. 

The big jolly fella in red, along with his helpers and Mrs Clause, made an         

appearance and handed out Christmas presents to all the excited children.  

Thank you to Marymead, PM&C, the Commonwealth Division of Indigenous 

Health and JACS for their generous gift donations. 

Proving a popular attraction at the party was an animal petting zoo,     

magician, balloon modelling, face painting, jumping castle and a slippery 

slide. Musician Johnny Huckle entertained everyone throughout the day. We were also pleased to be joined by 

Bobbi Campbell (FAS Indigenous Health), Gai Brodtmann (MP, Member for Canberra) and James Milligan 

(Shadow Minister for Indigenous Affairs, ACT Government). 

Our friendly and hardworking Winnunga staff were kept busy cooking the yummy BBQ lunch and were also on 

hand to answer any health related questions at the information stalls. 

It was also good to have the Australian Federal Police attend and hold an information stall. 

Despite the weather, it was yet another fun filled Christmas Party and we look forward to the next community 

event in 2017! 

 

Aunty Agnes and Winnunga CEO         

Julie Tongs 
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What is your pet hate?               

Don’t have any. 

 

Who is your most respected             

Aboriginal leader/hero and why?                                        

Uncle Charlie Perkins, Uncle Eddie 
“Koiki” Mabo, Dr Stephen Hagen, 
Rachael Perkins, Dr Marcia Langton, 
Dr Anita Hest. 

Because the courage they showed 
during turns of adversity, both past 
and present, but most of all every 
Indigenous Australian because we 
are the oldest living culture. 

Name:  Leslie Bateman 

 

Position: Youth Detox Worker 

 

Who is your favourite singer/band?     

Uncle Jimmy Little, Uncle Frank Yamma, 

Uncle Bob Randel, Uncle Archie Roach, 

Stiff Gins, Street Warriors, Brotha Black 

and Def Wish Cast. 

 

What do you do on the weekends?       

Enjoy time with family and friends, When I 

can go surfing, driving and sports. 

 

What is your favourite food?                

Slow cooked kangaroo tail stew and grilled 

yellow belly with Yams and Yabbies 

(Boglies). 

   

What do you like most about working at 

Winnunga?                                                  

Engaging with the Community, helping our 

broader community from a Frist Nations 

point of view, and yarns from the        

community. 

Staff Profile 

We’re on the 

web! 


